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9/11 Reflection

The 9/11 terror attack on the United States is one of the most traumatic events that has happened within the nation’s borders. The attack resulted in the loss of approximately 3,000 lives with thousands more injured (Anderson, 2019). Additionally, the attack exposed America’s vulnerability to terror attacks by foreigners on its soil, which could cause immense suffering to its citizens. A major ethical issue that the federal government faced at the time was to provide assurance to Americans on their safety. Arguably, the federal government has a duty to provide adequate security to Americans within the nation’s borders and the terror attack signified a failure to provide security, which led to the death of hundreds of American citizens. 
Additionally, the federal government faced the ethical issue of segregating the population to weed out the terrorists, who were largely Muslims. The terror attack caused distrust among Americans with Muslims being the face of terror (Cainkar, 2009). The federal and local government’s responsibility falls under deontological ethics, which gives the government the responsibility to take all action to provide security to its citizens. One of the major actions that the President took to deal with the catastrophe and prevent similar attacks in future was to create a common body for coordinating internal security issues. The President created the Department of Homeland Security to improve multi-agency coordination in the collection and collation of intelligence to prevent further terror attacks on American soil (Anderson, 2019). 
The federal administration also stepped in to enact strict legislation to safeguard the nation’s borders and prevent terrorists from easily accessing the country and harming innocent civilians. Other measures included securing aircrafts by preventing unauthorized personnel from easily accessing a plane’s cockpit. The federal government also invaded the nations suspected to be harboring radical terrorist cells, which took part in the terror attacks (Bakali, 2016). Consequently, America invaded Iraq, which it claimed to be harboring terrorists and posing a significant threat to the security of its citizens. 

Since most of the terrorists were Muslim, the government took punitive steps to restrict radical Islam faithful from causing more harm to Americans by enhancing security checks at the nation’s entry points. However, the U.S government faced criticism and immense pressure for wrongfully targeting all people of Islam faith (Bakali, 2016). Additionally, the U.S came under pressure to stop religious profiling, which was causing divisions and distrust among communities who had previously coexisted in a peaceful community. Likewise, the administration came under pressure for wrongfully targeting Iraq, when it could not produce evidence of the weapons of mass destruction which it set out to destroy by invading the nation (Cainkar, 2009). 

Social responsibility requires corporations to conduct their activities in a manner that they do not cause harm to the environment and the communities in which they operate (Hermannsdottir, Stangej & Kristinsson, 2018). Meanwhile, business integrity requires an organization to conduct its business in an open manner, which may include fair pricing for its products and clearly stating the contents of its products and the true benefits or harm that it may pose to consumers. Finally, simple business ethics incorporates the aspects of corporate social responsibility and ethics in how an organization conducts its operations (Hermannsdottir, Stangej & Kristinsson, 2018). An ethical business should not only consider making profit but do so in a manner that does not harm its consumers and the environment in which it operates. In addition, simple business ethics requires a business to conduct its activities within the confines of the law and to uphold integrity in the way it deals with both its internal and external stakeholders.    

The 9/11 terror attack caused religious tension among Americans with Muslims and Arabs bearing the brunt of discrimination (Cainkar, 2009). In addition to discrimination, the society became more disjointed due to the Muslim association with terrorism. As a result, cases of religious violence increased with Muslims coming under intense pressure to justify their presence and acceptance in America (Cainkar, 2009). In conclusion, the 9/11 terror attack created a society in which all Muslims are victimized as potential terrorists. 
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